
Project 21 Update 
 
The Project 21 committee has been hard at work identifying opportunities for students that 
would enhance the development of their skills of creativity, collaboration, communication 
and critical thinking/problem solving.  
 
At earlier meetings, committee members created twenty-three potential opportunities that 
could be offered to students during times they are not in school; school breaks, summer 
vacation, after school, etc. Subsequently, the identified projects were presented to the Lake 
Orion High School Leadership Class students for their review and input to determine 
whether the projects would be of interest to students.   
 
It’s very clear why these students are in a Leadership Class!  They embraced the charge of 
reviewing the projects with great enthusiasm and, in teams, developed multi-media 
presentations for each project to illustrate how the project could be implemented.  More 
importantly, each of their presentations included a thorough analysis of how the project 
would develop the 21st century skills listed above. 
 
At the most recent Project 21 meeting, a few of the students shared their presentations and 
were received by the committee with keen interest and appreciation.  Following this, the 
committee members were tasked with narrowing down to three projects to focus on for 
further development with the expectation to offer these first three projects by the summer 
of 2012.  A very brief description of each is indicated below. 
 

FIRST®LEGO®League :  FIRST®LEGO®League (FLL) teams will be created at the 
elementary/middle school levels.  FIRST®LEGO®League is a worldwide program 
for children designed to get them excited about science and technology.  
 
Dragon Geek Squad:  Students will partner with senior citizens to teach them how 
to use a variety of technologies.  
 
Dragons Entering New Territory (DENT):  Age-Appropriate Life Skills training 
will provide an academic study of Life Skills to include a breadth and depth of topics.  
Students’ homes will be used to provide opportunities to practice and gain 
experience with each topic. 

 
Next Steps:  Committee members have split into groups to now “flesh-out” each of the 
projects to determine the how/when/and where.  In addition to the parents, community 
members, and staff members, students will be included to provide their good thinking and 
insight. 
 
A Project 21 interim report will be presented to the Board of Education at the December 14 
meeting. 


